•ANNUAL    REPORTS 


SELECTMEN,   TREASURER, 


Superintending  School  Committee 


TOWN  OF  AUBUKN, 


FOR   THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  March,  1878. 


D^KC 


MANCHESTER,  N.  II.: 

JOHN    B.    CLARKE,    PRINTER. 

1878. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAX. 

Paid  state  treasurer $712  00 

county  treasurer 774  93 

$1,486  93 


SCHOOL  MONEY  AND  LITERARY  FUND. 

Paid  Dis.  No.  1 ,  to  Charles  Chase $53  83 

2,  to  Robert  McKinley 59  85 

3,  to  William  G.  Brown 177  99 

4,  to  Charles  C.  Grant 75  98 

5,  to  Edwin  Plummer 75  71 

6,  to  Frank  T.  Colman 7162 

7,  to  Franklin  P.  Buswell 96  84 

8,  to  Charles  Spofford 77  21 

3,  in  Candia 83 

$689  86 


PRINTING,  STATIONERY,  AND  BLANK-BOOKS. 

Paid  John  B.  Clarke  for  printing  reports  for 

1877 .  $28  75 

Temple  &  FarriDgton  for  1£  dozen  high- 
way surveyor's  books 1  38 

for  2  blank-books 162 


for  3  quires  paper 72 

Wells  C.  Underbill  for  check-list  blanks..      1  00 
for     blank-book,     ink,      postage-stamps, 
and  sundry  articles   of  stationery  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  town  during 
the  year 1  Go 


<3>GO    1  2 


COLLECTOR'S,  SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMIT- 
TEE'S, AND  TOWN  CLERK'S  SERVICES. 

Paid  Henry  Dockham  in  full  for  1876 $55  84 

Frank  B.  Coult  for   services   as   superin- 
tending school  committee 40  00 

school  notices,  postage,  and  stationery...  .      1  50 

Simon  G.  Prescott,  town  clerk 19  04 

$116  38 


SUPPORT  OF  PAUPERS. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Ball  for  boarding  Albert  Ste- 
vens from  March  3,  1877,  to  March 
2,  1878 $78  CO 

Clark  B.  Hall  for  boarding  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Rand  from  March  1  to  November 
27,1877. 62  72 

Aziel  Goodwin,  for  boarding  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Goodwin  from  July  18,  1877,  to 
Jan.  26,   1878 48  00 

Prescott  &  Clarke,  for  supplies  furnished 

Lewis  Latouche 3  00 

F.  L.  Wallace  &  Co.,  for  coffin  and  robe 

for  Mrs.  Hannah  Goodwin 12  00 

Enoch  Watson,  for  furnishing  wood  for 
Lucretia  Donovan  from  April  1,1877, 
to  April  1,  1878 30  00 


City  of  Manchester,  for  board   of   Ellen 

Kimball 5  71 

M.  Gilbert,  for  board  of  Ellen  Kimball.  .    22  80 

J.  E.  Pratt,  for    medical    attendance    on 

Mrs.  Hannah   Goodwin 2  75 

Marion  It.  Proctor,  for  digging  grave  and 
attending  funeral  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Goodwin 3  00 

Henry  Dockham,  for  provisions,  clothing, 

and  drawing  wood  for  George  Wood.  .   35  03 

Amos  W.  Brown,  for  supplies  and  lodg- 
ings furnished  twenty-one  transient 
persons 16  03 

William  G.  Brown,  for  supplies  aud  lodg- 
ings  furnished  tifteen  transient  persons   11  25 

James  T.  Hendell,for  boarding  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Rand  13  weeks  to  Feb.  26,  1878  21  0G 

Henry  Saltmarsh  for  supplies  and  lodg- 
ings furnished  transieut  persons 2  35 


$354  57 


IMPROVEMENTS  ON  HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  James  C.  Crombie $23  78 

John  C.  Morrill 1  75 

George  W.  and  C.  H.  Reed 4  25 

Charles  A.  Merrill 2  62 

William  Hall 20  :>7 

John  M.  Hall 2  00 

David  P.  Brickett 2  81 

Frank  A.  Fox 1  50 

William  G.  Brown 4  26 

Dennis  Donovan 20  00 

Charles  W.  Calef 3  7!» 

John  E.  Chase 2  25 

Henry  Dockham 10  05 
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Daniel  H.  Webster 2  75 

Roscoe  J.  Hook 36  98 

Edwin  Plumrner 821 

Andrew  F.  Fox 18  45 

Leroy  McDuffee 12  26 

E.  M.  Leavitt 6  01 

Berijamin  A.  Heselton 1  05 

Horatio  G.  Smith 12  17 

Stephen  Pingree 14  70 

C.  C.  McQuestion 1  25 

Elias  S.  Emery 4  80 

P.  Baunan 150 

Joseph  Wyman 150 

Robert  Patten 120 

William  Severance 337 

Prescott  &  Clarke 55 

George  G.  Griffin 13  66 

Charles  Spofford 7  52 

Thomas  J.  Crombie * 14  55 

Alexander  M.  Ballon , 37  75 

Harrison  Preston 1  00 

Charles  Stickney 75 

Robert  McKinley 1  75 

Frank  F.  Dearborn 27  76 

James  C.  Crombie 36  28 


BREAKING  OUT  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  A.  R.  Glidden $4  78 

Frank  T.  Colman 6   60 

James  Ray,  in  No.  3 ....  . 1   05 

J.  B.  Richardson 2  62 

James  B.  Hunting 1  42 

Samuel  H.  Hunting 3  36 

A.  M.  Ballon 3  05 


$367  40 


Harrison  T.  Whidden 1  65 

Robert  McKinley,  1875 3  76 

Robert  McKinley 7  35 

Robert  McKinley,  in  No.  3 2  00 

Irving  F.  Grant 5  00 

David  R.  Ball 9  15 

Andrew  F.  Fox 29  28 

John  P.  Griffin 21  30 

John  Davis 4  95 

Edward  Ray 6  15 

S.  S.  Griffin 2  40 

Marvin  R.  Proctor 2  65 

Lary  Morrill. . 4  05 

John  C.  Morrill 3  30 

John  C.  Morrill,  in  No.  3 2  10 

Charles  A.  Merrill 3  25 

George  W.  and  C.  II.  Reed 12  26 

William  Hall l'l'  68 

Alvin  F.  Brown 1  54 

Freeman  M.  Brown 7  95 

John  M.Hall 21  00 

Clarence  W.  Emery 75 

John  Davis,  2d 6  90 

Alfred  T.  Wood 5  62 

Frank  A.  Fox 20  63 

Wm.  A.  Pingree 4  50 

James  Ray 1  42 

Dennis  Donovan 17  00 

Henry  Dockham ...    56  67 

Edwin  Plummer 6  45 

Addison  M.  Grant,  in  No.  3 4  20 

Addison  M.  Grant 13  00 

Thomas  J.  Crombie 1  6o 

C.  C.  McC^uestion 8  85 

Daniel  II.  Webster 4  03 

Leroy  McDuffee 10  50 

Charles  J.  Esty 9  48 


Jacob  Pingree 2  40 

Henry  A.  Houghton 6  78 

George  W.  Pingree 4  50 

Stephen  Kimball 6  90 

Win.  A.  Heselton 3  30 

Stephen  P.  Jackson 90 

Abraham  Hook 7  57 

Horatio  G.  Smith 10  30 

Stephen  Pingree 9  40 

E.  A.  Savage 11  C9 

E.  A.  and  George  B.  Savage 7  49 

True  E.  Peed 4  20 

Richard  S.  Clark 3  45 

Willie  H.  Lufkin 3  00 

Charles  F.  Whittemore 1   65 

Harrison  Preston 4  05 

P.  Baunau 29  40 

Elias  S.  Emery 2  40 

Robert  Patten 3  53 

Frank  E.  Wells 8   70 

James  M.  Carr 4  47 

Edward  D.  Eaton , 1   65 

Hazen  Sanborn ■>  12  GO 

Benjamin  Eaton 5  55 

William  G.  Brown 6  00 

Charles  C.  Grant 18  20 

Franklin  P.  Buswell 4  87 

Alfred  D.  Emery 4  95 

Charles  Stickney 12  75 

E.  M.  Leavitt 15  38 

Daniel  W.  Clark 21   99 

George  P.  Clarke 13  65 

George  H.  Eaton 15  90 

Enoch  Watson 21  90 

Charles  W.  Calef 1   50 

John  Heselton 1   35 

James  C.  Crombie 8  35 
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Benjamin  Chase 24  30 

Alfred  Sanborn 67  85 

$762  52 


NON-RESIDENT  HIGHWAY  TAXES  WORKED  OUT. 

Paid  William  Hall,  No.  2 $3  87 

Andrew  F.  Fox,  No.  3 36  29 

Leroy  McDuffee,  No.  4 31  93 

Fletcher  Brown,  No.  5 7  86 

Dennis  Donovan,  No.  7 13  42 

James  C.Crombie,  No.  8 6  08 

Thomas  J.  Crombie,  No.  9 IS  16 

Henry  Dockham,  No.  11 2  78 

Frank  D.  Emery,  No.  10 1  29 

David  P.  Brickett,  No.  12 12  62 

Roscoe  J.  Hook,  No.  13 1  28 

Daniel  H.  Webster,  No.  14 9  56 

Henry  Dockham,  certificates  of  taxes  worked 

by  non-residents 42  69 

$187  83 


ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Paid  on  Alfred  T.  Wood's  list  for  1874: 

George  E.  Edmonds,  gone  from  town $5  78 

estate  of  Wm.  Plummer,  wrong  tax 1  98 

Paid  on  Frank  T.  Colman's  list  for  1875: 

George  W.  Anderson,  unable  to  collect $4  28 

Charles  M.  Ordway,  gone  from  town 4  09 

George  R.  Gilbert,  horse  lost 45 

Paid  on  Henry  Dockham1s  list  for  1876  : 

Woodward  Brown,  horse  lost $1  35 

Nathaniel  D.  Tilton,  deceased 1  £0 

Nathaniel  D.  Tilton,  horse  lost 45 

Samuel  H.  Hunting,  wrong  tax 3  78 

Charles  II.  Tilton,  gone  from  town 1  80 


$7  76 


$8  82 
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Erastus  Russell,  gone  from  town 1  80 

Leroy  Sherburn,  paid  in  Massachusetts 1  80 

Ebenezer  Dunham,  gone  from  town 1  80 

Charles  M.  Ordway,  gone  from  town 1  80 

Isaac  P.  Emerson,  gone  from  town 1  80 

Paid  on  Henry  Dockham's  list  for  1877  : 

George  W.  Pingree,  two  cows  lost $0  70 

Fletcher  Brown,  cow  lost 62 

Henr}'  Kelly,  gone  from  town 1  75 

James  R.  Williams,  gone  from  town 1  75 

Joel  Page,  gone  from  town 1  75 

Haswell  H.  Hodge,  gone  from  town 1  75 


DEBTS  PAID. 
1877. 
April  13,  Paid  John  Ordway,  note  and  interest  $2,278  28 
Nov.    3,            John  Ordway,  note  and  interest  1,837  26 
Moses  Webster,  note  and  inter- 
est       199  52 

Dec.     1,  Andrew  E.  Pox,  Robert  Heath, 

note  and  interest. .. .    746  49 

Dec.  28,            Carrie  A.  Copp,  3  notes  and  in- 
terest        404  76 

1878. 
Jan.     2,  L.  Louisa  Hoyt,  administrator 

of  the  estate  of  William  Hoyt, 

note  and  interest 1,563  95 

5,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Fox,  James  Benson, 

jr.,  note  and  interest 537  47 

7,  Melinda  E.  S.  Smith,  note  and 

interest 653  57 

28,  Samuel  F.  Heath,  two  notes  and 

interest 406  39 

George  E.  Heath,  note  and  in- 
terest         248  84 


$18  18 


$8  32 

.$43  08 


,876  53 
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MISCELLANEOUS  BILLS. 

Paid  School  Dis.  ~No.  5  school-house  tax $50  .00 

Jacob  Pingree,  damage  to  sheep  by  dogs  ....  15  00 

Charles  Spofford,  damage  to  sheep  by  dogs. .     6  00 

Amos  Jackson,  for  keeping  a  public  watering- 
trough  for  one  year  to  March  1,  1878 3  00 

Charles  E.  Dudley,  damage  to  wagon 10  00 

Jacob  P.  Chase,  damage  to  wagon 4  00 

William  Emery,  damage  to  sleigh 2  00 

James  C.  Crombie,  damage  to  plow  on  high- 
way      2  00 

Alfred  T.  Wood,  damage  to  buggy 8  50 

Marvin  R.  Proctor,  care  of  hearse-house  and 
repairing  grave-yard  fence 4  50 

George  P.  Clarke,  use  of  hall 15  00 

Grace  Wyman,  for  return  of  four  births 1  00 

county  commissioners,  for  services  and  travel 
for  discontinuance  of  road 20  40 

Charles  Marseilles,  for  publishing  order  of  no- 
tice for  discontinuance  of  highway 7  50 

C.  G.  Connor,  for  commission  to  county  com- 
missioners for  discontinuance  of  highway.  .     3  00 

George  W.  Weeks,  for  trunk  for  use  of  town.     6  00 

Charles  C.  Grant,  for  procuring  and  distribu- 
ting town  reports 5  00 

William  G.  Brown,  for  distributing  town  re- 
ports      2  00 

Morrison,  Hiland,  &  Rowell,  execution  of 
George  G.  Griffin,  against  town  of  Au- 
burn   3,473  94 

Briggs  &  Iluse,  for  services  and  expenses  and 
cash  paid  out  in  the  Griffin  case,  and  case 
of  State  against  Auburn 200  00 

Charles  C.  Grant,  for  services  and  expenses 
as  town  agent 26  90 

Stephen  Emery,  services  and  expenses  on 
Griffin  case 45  35 

A.  F.  Fox,  making  affidavits  in  Griffin  case. .     3  00 

Charles  E.  Dudley,  bounty  on  five  wild-cats.  .     5  00 

Frank  B.  Coult,  for  furnishing  school-books.     2  73 

83,921-82 
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SELECTMEN'S  EXPENSES. 

WELLS   C.   UNDERBILL'S   BILL. 

1877. 
April  4 —  9,  To  cash  paid  while  taking  invoice.  ..$4  00 
Aug.  21,  car-fare  and  expense  to  Exeter.  .   2  20 

Paid  for  affidavit  in  pauper  case 25 

Oct.    24,                car-fare    and    expense   to  Ports- 
mouth   2  40 

Dec.  10,  car-fare  and  expense  to  Concord  1  80 

To  use  of  horse,  wagon,  and  sleigh 

sixteen  times  during  the  year.  11  50 
cash  paid  as  bounty  on  four  hawks      80 
thirty  dinners,  and  twelve  horse- 
baitingrs  for  selectmen 13  00 


WILLIAM   a.   BROWN'S   BILL. 

To   use  of  horse  and   wagon  twelve 

times  during  the  year $9  00 

twenty-nine  dinners  for  selectmen, 
collector,  and  county  commis- 
sioners     9  67 

seven  horse-baitings  for  select- 
men,     1  75 

cash  paid  as  bounty  on  eight 
hawks 1  60 


EDWIN  PLTJMMER  S   BILL. 


To  use  of  horse,  wagon,   and   sleigh 

eleven  times  during  the  year. .  .$8  00 

cash  paid  for  legal  advice 1  00 

cash  paid  as  bount}^  on  one  hawk       20 


)5  95 


12  02 


$9  20 
§67  17 
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SELECTMEN'S  SERVICES. 

WELLS   C.   UNDERBILL'S   BILL. 

1877. 
March  15,       To  one-half  day  on  town  business.. .$0  75 
April  2  —  24,       seven  and  one-half  clays  taking  in- 
voice and  examining  real   es- 
tate   1 1  25 

26,  one  day   making  enrollment  and 

agricultural  report 1  50 

May  1  —  5,          five  days  copying  invoice  and  mak- 
ing taxes 7  50 

15,  one-half  da}r  on  school-house  taxes      75 

28,  one  day  on  town  business 1  50 

July       3,             one-half  day  at  Manchester  on  pau- 
per business 75 

Aug.     21,  one  day  at  Exeter 1  50 

28,  one  day  writing  and  serving  no- 

tices on  discontinuance  of  road  1  50 
Sept.     12,  one-half  day  on  town  business. . .       75 

14,  one  day  with  county  commission- 

ers on  discontinuance  of  road..  1  50 

27,  one  day  writing  and  posting  war- 

rants, and  other  town  business.   1  50 
Oct.      20,  one  day  settling  pauper  bills,  and 

other  town  business 1  50 

24,  one  day  at  Portsmouth  to  settle 

with  county  commissioners  ...   1  50 

Nov.       3,  one  day  paying  town  notes 1  50 

9,  one-half  da}'  examining  road,  etc.      75 

Dec.       1,  one  day  settling  bills  against  the 

town 1  50 

10,  one  day  at  Concord  to  settle  with 

state  treasurer 1  50 

19,  one-half  day  revising  jury-box. ..       75 

1878. 
Jan.        2,  one  day  hiring  money  and  paying 

town  notes 1  50 

5,  one  day  settling  bills  against  the 

town 1  50 

7,  one-half  day  on  town  business. . .       75 
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Jan.     28,             one  day  procuring  money,  and  pay- 
ing execution  against  town 1  50 

Feb.     13,  one  day  settling  bills  against  the 

town .  1  50 

21,  one  day  on  town  business 1  50 

22,  23,  two  days  making  check-lists,  war- 
rants,  and  settling  with  collec- 
tors   3  00 

three  days  preparing  accounts  for 

press 4  50 

one  day  with  auditors 1  50 


"WILLIAM   G.   BROWN'S   BILL. 

1877. 
March  15,         To  one-half  day  on  town  business.. $0  75 
April  2  — 19,       five  and  one-half  days  taking  in- 
voice and  viewing  real  estate. ..  8  25 
May  1  —  6,  five  days  making  highway  survey- 

ors' books,  and  recording  the 

same 7  50 

8,  one  day   distributing    surveyors' 

books,  etc 1  50 

two  days  making  collector's  book  3  00 
one  day  with  county  commission- 
ers on  discontinuance  of  road. .   1  50 

one  day  on  town  business 1  50 

one  day  settling  bills  against  town  1  50 
one-half  day  examining  road ....  75 
one-half  day  revising  jury-box. . .  75 
one  day  to  Manchester 1  50 

one  day  settling  bills  against  town  1  50 

one-half  day  on  town  business ...  75 

Feb.     13,  one  day  settling  bills  against  town  1  50 

one  day   making  check-list  and 

warrants 1  50 

one  day  on  town  business 1  50 

one  day  settling  with  collectors..  1  50 

one  day  with  auditors 1  50 


26, 

28, 

Sept. 

14, 

27, 

Dec. 

1, 

8, 

19, 

28, 

1878 

Jan. 

5, 

$57  00 


$38  25 


1877. . 

March  15, 

April 

2,3, 

4, 

6,9, 

17, 

: 

18,23 

27, 

May  1 

,2,4, 

June 

18, 

July 

3, 

Aug. 

3, 

Sept. 

14, 

ISTov. 

1, 

3, 

Dec. 

1, 

18, 

19, 

1878. 

Jan 

5, 

28, 

Feb. 

13, 
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EDWIN   PLUMPER'S  BILL. 

To  one-half  day  on  town  business  $0  75 

two  days  taking  invoice 3  00 

one  day  at  Manchester  on  pau- 
per business 1  50 

two  days  taking  invoice 3  00 

one-half  day  on  town  business. .  75 
two  half-days  viewing  real  estate  1  50 
one-half  day  on  pauper  business       75 

three  days  on  taxes 4  50 

one-half  day  on  pauper  business      75 
one-half  day  on  pauper  business       75 
one-half  day  on  town  business .  .       75 
one-half  day  with  county  com- 
missioners         75 

one-half  day  to  Manchester 75 

one  day  paying  town  notes 1  50 

one  day  settling    bills    against 

town 1  50 

one  clay  on  town  business   1  50 

one-half  day  revising  jury-box.       75 

one    day  settling   bills   against 

town 1  50 

one  day  at  Manchester 1  50 

one    day   settling    bills   against 

town 1  50 

one  day  making  check-lists  and 

warrants 1  50 

one  day  settling  with  collectors.  1  50 
one  day  with  auditors  1  50 


$33  75 


TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 


Town  of  Auburn  in  account  with  Wells  C.  Underhill. 

De. 
Paid  state  and  county  taxes $1,486  93 

school  money  and  literary  fund 689  86 

printing,  stationery,  and  blank-books 35  12 

collectors,  superintending  school  commit- 
tee, and  town  clerk .' 116  38 

support  of  paupers 351  57 

improvements  on  highways 367  40 

breaking  out  highways 762  52 

non-resident  highway  taxes  worked  out. . .  187  83 

abatement  of  taxes . . .  • 43  08 

debts  paid 8,876  53 

miscellaneous  bills 3,921  82 

selectmen's  expenses 67  17 

selectmen's  services 129  00 

services  and  expense  of  auditors  aud  ex- 
pense of  selectmen 7  50 

Balance  in  treasury 712  10 

$17,757  81 

Town  of  Auburn  in  account  with  Wells  C.  Underhill. 

Ce. 
Received  of  Charles  C.  Grant  balance  in  treas- 
ury, March,  1877 787  12 

A.  T.  Wood,  collector  for  1873 32  00 

A.  T.  Wood,  collector  for  1874 4G  77 

Frank  T.  Colman,  collector  for  1875 97  82 

Henry  Dockham,  collector  for  187G 1,294  44 
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Henry  Dockham,  collector  for  1877,  in  part  4,012  51 

County  of  Rockingham 132  75 

state  treasurer,  savings-bank  tax 571  51 

state  treasurer,  railroad  tax 47  57 

state  treasurer,  literary  fund 66  22 

Borrowed  of  John  Ordway 1,778  00 

Levi  Bartlett 2,000  00 

Parke  M.  Emery 300  00 

Andrew  F.  Fox 600  00 

Carrie  A.  Copp 400  00 

Carrie  A.  Copp 1,400  00 

L.  Louisa  Hoyt 1,500  00 

Margaret  A.  Fox 550  00 

Lydia  Ann  Dockham 1,000  00 

Samuel  F.  Heath 500'  00 

James  S.  Heath 400  00 

George  E.  Heath 245  00 

$17,757  81 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct. 

Wells  C.  Underiiill,  Town  Treasurer. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct. 

Wells  C.  Underiiill, 
William  G.  Brown, 
Edwin  Plummer, 

Selectmen  of  Auburn. 


STATEMENT. 

The  town  of  Auburn  owes  the  following  notes: 


t  s  sla 

O  !3__  O 

.9  -*5  fl  °3       £? 

B  as  E  e,t>£- 
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1877,  Nov.    1,  To  Levi  Bartlett .  . .  .$2,000  41  $2,030  00 

17,        Parke  M.  Emery. .    300  5        304  21 

Dec.     1,        Andrew  F.  Fox...    600  5        607  50 

28,        Carrie  A.  Copp  ...    400  5       403  33 
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1878,  Jan.     2,        Carrie  A.  Copp.. .  .1,400  5  1,41108 
L.  Louisa  Hoyt.  . .  1,500  5  1,511  88 
5,        Margaret  A.  Fox..    550  5  554  12 
26,        Lydia    Ann  Dock- 
ham 1,000  5  1,005  50 

28,         Samuel  F.  Heath..    500  5  502  15 

James   S.  Heath.  .    400  5  40172 

George  E.  Heath.  .    245  5  246  06 

$8,977  55 

Due  from  A.  T.  Wood,  collector  for  1873.    ...  $50  00 

A.  T.  Wood,  collector  for  1874     135  00 

F.  T.  Colmau,  collector  for  1875 118  94 

Henry  Dockham,  collector  for  1876 250  00 

Henry  Dockham,  collector  for  1877 1,000  00 

Balance  in  treasury 712  10 

$2,266  04 

Balance  against  the  town $6,711  51 

Wells  C.  Underhill, 
William  G.  Brown, 
Edwin  Plummer, 

Selectmen  of  Auburn. 

Auburn,  Feb.  28, 1878. 
This  certifies  that  we  have  this  day  examined  the  foregoing  ac- 
counts of  the  selectmen  and  town  treasurer  and  find  them  cor- 
rectly cast,  with  proper  vouchers  for  the  several  charges,  and  we  rec- 
ommend that  the  town  allow  the  same. 

Charles  Grant, 
Alfred  Emery, 
Kendrick  Emery, 

Auditors. 


SCHOOL    REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  of  Auburn : 

At  the  close  of  this  school  year,  I  present  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  it  seems 
to  me  may  be  beneficial  to  our  schools  : 

That  our  school's  are  not  all  that  could  be  desired  is  ad- 
mitted, but  it  is  believed  that  they  will  compare  favorably 
with  the  schools  in  other  towns  in  our  state  ;  much  good 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  but,  as  some  of  the 
more  advanced  scholars  will  leave  school,  doubtless  the 
average  will  remain,  at  the  beginning  of  schools  in  the 
spring,  about  where  it  was  last  spring ;  yet,  no  one  can  say 
that  the  work  is  lost,  even  though  the  same  must  be  done 
"over  and  over  again"  year  after  year. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  desirable  to  criticise  the  schools 
and  teachers  individually,  as  it  would  require  wonderful 
discernment  to  bestow  the  degree  of  praise  merited  in  each 
case,  and  it  does  not  seem  right  thus  publicly  to  censure 
any  one,  whether  teacher  or  scholar,  who  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  school.  Whatever  remarks  are  made,  are  per- 
sonal only  when  some  one  can  derive  benefit  from  them. 
It  is  believed  that  our  teachers  have  been  generally  well 
qualified  for  the  positions  they  have  occupied,  though, 
doubtless,  some  mistakes  have  been  made  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  schools ;  but  it  has,  in  nearly  every  case, 
appeared  to  me  that  the   parent    was    more  to  blame  for 
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trouble  in  school  than  either  teacher  or  scholar,  for  few 
scholars  will  make  any  serious  trouble  in  school  unless  they 
are  sustained  in  it  at  home.  A  great  deal  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  securing  a  good  teacher  rests  with  the  prudential 
committee,  for  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  employ  a  teacher 
until  he  is  satisfied  that  he  is  securing  the  best  one  possible  ; 
while  the  superintending  school  committee  cannot  refuse  a 
certificate  to  one  who  passes  a  legal  examination,  even 
though  he  knows  of  much  better  teachers  who  might  be 
obtained.  In  many  respects  it  seems  as  though  it  would 
be  better  to  elect  a  town  committee  of  as  many  persons  as 
may  be  necessary,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  schools, 
with  power  to  examine  and  then  employ  teachers,  instead 
of  their  being  employed  and  then  examined,  as  is  the  case 
at  present.  Many  times  it  would  be  better  to  have  more 
than  one  upon  the  committee,  as  the  responsibility  is,  in 
some  cases,  too  great  for  one,  unless  he  has  unusual  wis- 
dom to  decide  what  is  right  and  strength  of  purpose  to 
carry  it  out.  By  having  one  retire  and  one  elected  annu- 
ally, we  should  be  spared  the  misfortune,  so  frequently  our 
lot,  of  having  an  inexperienced  committee. 

In  regard  to  school-books,  I  believe  that  upon  most  sub- 
jects we  have  very  good  ones,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  necessary  changes  made  by  my  predecessor.  During 
the  past  year  the  arithmetics,  of  which  there  were  many 
kinds  in  the  schools,  were  changed,  Robinson's  Shorter 
Course  being  introduced  ;  a  series,  consisting  of  two  books, 
taking  the  place  of  seventeen  at  least,  perhaps  more.  In 
regard  to  grammars,  something  should  be  done  before  the 
schools  commence  again,  as  there  are  altogether  too  many 
kinds  in  use.  If  parents  would  take  pains  to  learn  what 
book  was  wanted,  before  purchasing,  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  better  for  the  schools,  and  sometimes  save  the  cost  of 
an  extra  book.  It  may  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  small  con- 
sequence whether  a  scholar  has  a  particular  book  or  some- 
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thing  else  which  may  be  equally  good  ;  and  so  it  migh 
be  if  each  were  alone  ;  but,  when  the  teacher  calls  a  class, 
each  with  a  different  book,  the  extra  trouble  and  loss  of 
time  make  it  apparent  that  all  should  have  the  same.  The 
following  text-books  are  recommended  to  those  who  pur- 
chase, unless  otherwise  directed  by  my  successor : 

Arithmetics, — Robinson's  Shorter  Course,  consisting  of 
The  First  Book  and  The  Complete  Arithmetic.  Geogra- 
phies,— Warren's  Common  School  and  Primary.  Readers, 
— Monroe's  Series.  Spellers, — Worcester's  Pronouncing, 
Cambridge  Edition.  History, — Quackenbos'  Elementary. 
Writing-books, — Payson,  Dunton,  &  Scribner's. 

In  regard  to  illustrative  apparatus,  I  would  urge  that  at 
least  outline  maps  and  a  globe  be  procured  for  each  dis- 
trict; a  good  set  of  maps  and  a  dictionary  have  been  pur- 
chased by  District  No.  7,  and  I  would  be  glad  if  all  our 
schools  had  as  good.  Having  eight  dollars  belonging  to 
the  schools,  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus,  I  paid  one  dollar 
each  to  those  who  held  funds  with  which  to  buy  maps,  in 
Districts  Nos.  1  and  7,  and  with  the  remainder  bought 
Webster's  High  School  Dictionary  for  the  remaining  dis- 
tricts. Also  cube-root  blocks  have  been  procured.  I 
would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  although  most  of 
our  school-houses  have  a  good  amount  of  blackboard,  much 
of  it  is  nearly  worthless,  because  not  painted  with  suitable 
paint.  Several  of  our  school-houses  need  repairs,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  something  will  be  done  this  year  to  make 
them  what  they  should  be  ;  for,  although  nice  school-houses 
and  expensive  apparatus  cannot  make  good  scholars,  yet, 
where  sufficient  interest  is  taken  to  procure  these,  we  may 
expect -better  schools.  If  scholars  would  take  pains  to  be 
punctual  in  attendance,  it  would  be  a  great  gain  to  our 
schools.  By  looking  at  the  statistical  table,  it  will  be  seen 
that  much  time  has  been  lost  by  the  scholars.  Our  schools 
cost  the  same  as  they  would  if  each  scholar  were  present 
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to  secure  the  full  benefit.  The  following  are  reported  as 
having  been  neither  absent,  tardy,  nor  dismissed  : 

No.  1.  First  Term,  Stella  F.  Ballou.  Second,  Anna  B. 
Watson,  Eddie  C.  Chase. 

No.  2.  First  Term,  Josie  E.  Leavitt,  Cora  B.  McKinley, 
Georgia  A.  Davis. 

No.  3.  Third  Term,  John  A.  Jameson,  Berton  S.  McDuf- 
fee,  Frank  C.  McDuffee,  Freddie  Preston,  Frank  Burke. 

No.  4.  First  Term,  Emma  J.  Bullard,  Ella  V.  Grant, 
Clara  B,  Carr,  Cora  A.  Carr,  Lora  E.  Ball,  Georgie  W. 
Bullard.  Second,  Cora  A.  Carr,  Minnie  H.  Clark,  Charlie 
H.  Richardson. 

No.  5.  First  Term,  Lulu  G.  Plummer,  Willie  Wallace. 

No.  6.  First  Term,N.  Gracie  Hurry,  Carrie  L.  McDuffee, 
Frank  M.  Brown,  Georgie  B.  Brickett,  Henry  F.  Murry. 
Second,  Carrie  L.  McDuffee,  Georgie  B.  Brickett,  Henry  F. 
Murry. 

No.  7.  First  Term,  Etta  J.  Whittemore,  Lula  M.  Crom- 
bie,  Etta  M.  Crombie,  Herbert  S.  Crombie,  James  Whitte- 
more. 

No.  8.  First  Term,  Georgie  E.  Harvey,  Georgie  E.  S.pof- 
ford.  Second,  Gretta  A.  Fox,  Georgie  E.  Spofford,  Georgie 
E.  Harvey,  Henry  N.  Cutting. 

Others  have  been  almost  perfect,  several  having  only  one 
mark  against  their  names.  Many  absences  in  some  dis- 
tricts have  been  caused  by  sickness. 

The  following  are  reported  as  not  having  whispered  dur- 
ing the  summer  term : 

No.  1.  Anna  B.  Watson,  Lulu  Calef,  Stella  Ballou,  Char- 
lie Chase. 

No.  2.  Carrie  M.  Houghton,  Lizzie  S.  Houghton,  Hattie 
L.  Haskins,  Frank  I.  Houghton,  Charlie  C.  Houghton. 

No.  5.  Alletta  M.  Wood,  Isabel  S.  Wood,  Alice  G. 
Wood,  Lula  G.  Plummer. 
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No.  8.  Gretta  A.  Fox,  Sarah  F.  Abbott,  George  W.  Ab- 
bott, Eddie  J.  Barman,  George  E.  Harvey,  George  E.  Spof- 
ford. 

The  school  money  is  considerably  less  than  it  has  been, 
being  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1875,  $881.33  ;  1876, 
$843.20  ;  1877,  $909.87  ;  1878,  $689.86.  These  sums  in- 
clude the  tax  raised  by  the  town,  the  literary  money,  and 
dog  tax ;  the  decrease  is  owing  to  the  reduction  in  our  pro- 
portion of  the  State  tax,  upon  which  the  town  school-tax  is 
based.  I  would  urge  upon  the  citizens  of  Auburn  the  im- 
portance of  raising  at  least  $200  extra,  to  be  equally  divid- 
ed among  the  districts  in  addition  to  what  they  now  receive. 
This  would  give  a  fair  amount  of  school  in  all  our  districts, 
if  judiciously  expended.  There  was  something  left  over  in 
several  of  the  districts,  which  has  helped  to  lengthen  the 
schools  this  year,  but  there  is  little  on  hand  now  to  help 
schools  the  coming  year,  and  a  few  dollars  more  or  less 
makes  a  great  difference  to  a  district.  In  some  of  our  dis- 
tricts, wood  is  given  to  save  the  school  money  and  the 
teacher  "boards  around."  *  This  system,  although  it  may 
be  considered  old-fashioned  and  is  attended  with  some  in- 
convenience, is  not  without  its  advantages,  in  that  it  gives 
an  opportunity  for  parents  and  teacher  to  become  acquaint- 
ed and  makes  the  school  considerably  longer.  This  is  not 
recommended  in  winter,  but  we  have  a  very  small  part  of 
our  school  at  that  time  of  the  year. 

PRUDENTIAL    COMMITTEES    AND    TEACHERS. 

No.  1. — Prudential  Committee,  Charles  Chase.  Teacher, 
Mabel  E.  McQucstion. 

No.  2. — Prudential  Committee,  Robert  McKinley.  Teach- 
ers, Ella  F.  Hanson,  Mabel  E.  McQuestion. 

No.  3. — Prudential  Committee,  Wm.  G.  Brown.  Teach- 
ers, Estella  B.  Sargent,  Herbert  P.  Iloyt. 
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No.  4. — Prudential  Committee,  Chas.  C.  Grant.  Teacher, 
Lillian  S.  Barron. 

No.  5. — Prudential  Committee,  Edwin  Plummer.  Teach- 
ers, Rose  C.  Lufkin,  Frank  B.  Coult. 

No.  6. — Prudential  Committee,  Frank  T.  Colman. 
Teacher,  Mary  R.  Colby. 

No.  7. — Prudential  Committee,  Frank  P.  Buswell. 
Teachers,  Mary  F.  Brown,  William  A.  Chase. 

No.  8. — Prudential  Committee,  Chas.  Spofford.  Teach- 
ers, Louisa  E.  Spofford,  Walter  H.  Wright. 

The  examination  of  teachers  being  in  part  written,  I  will 
give  some  of  the  ideas  as  expressed  in  their  answers  : 

WHAT     CONSTITUTES   A    GOOD   SCHOOL. 

"The  teacher  and  pupils  should  be  wide  awake ;  good 
order  ;  interest  in  study." 

"Good  order,  perfect  lessons,  and  a  good  teacher." 
"A  good  school  is  where  teacher  and  scholars  work  to- 
gether and  work  with  a  will." 

DUTIES   OF   TEACHER. 

"A  teacher  should  see  that  each  lesson  is  learned  and 
understood  by  each  pupil.  She  should  try  and  win  the 
regard,  at  least,  of  her  scholars." 

"A  teacher  should  gain  the  love  and  respect  of  her  schol- 
ars, and  she  will  have  no  trouble." 

"Assist  the  scholars  all  they  really  require,  but  not  too 
much." 

"To  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils  the  value  of  a 
good  education." 

"To  encourage  the  pupils.  To  be  what  she  would  have 
them  become.  To  teach  not  only  text-books,  but  princi- 
ples." 

"To  work  for  the  interest  of  the  scholars." 
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ASSISTANCE. 

"A  scholar  should  have  only  such  assistance  as  is  neces- 
sary to  perform  the  work." 

"I  should  prefer  the  scholars  would  work  for  themselves 
as  far  as  possible." 

"  Such  assistance  should  be  rendered  as  would  improve 
the  pupil,  after  he  has  made  sufficient  effort." 

"That  depends  upon  the  capacity  of  the  pupil." 

"  Make  them  as  independent  as  possible." 

ORDEE. 

"  If  the  children  can  be  interested  there  is  little  trouble 
in  regard  to  order.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  making  chil- 
dren do  as  you  wish,  and  yet  think  they  are  following  their 
own  inclinations." 

"  If  order  cannot  be  secured  by  kindness,  adopt  punish- 
ment." 

"  Unless  there  is  good  order,  both  teacher  and  scholars 
get  confused,  and  they  can  certainly  do  nothing  in  that 
state ;  as  for  the  best  means  of  securing  it,  one  has  to  do 
differently  with  different  scholars,  but  I  would  endeavor  to 
preserve  order  with  as  little  corporal  punishment  as  possi- 
ble." 

"  I  should  regard  order  as  very  important,  but  not  to  be 
secured  by  corporal  punishment  unless  absolutely  neces- 
sary." 

"  Good  order  must,  in  some  way,  be  secured.  First,  I 
should  try  to  govern  by  kindness ;  if  that  way  should  not 
prove  the  best,  some  other  must  be  tried." 

These  are  some  of  the  ideas  written  at  the  time  without 
knowing  beforehand  what  would  be  asked;  something  is 
taken  from  nearly  every  paper. 

I  would  recommend  that  some  plan  be  adopted  by  which 
some  design  for  a  series  of  years  may  take  the  place  of  so 
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frequent  changes  ;  for  equally  good  teachers  have  different 
ideas,  and  the  plans  of  one  are  not  carried  out  by  the  next. 
We  do  not  expect  the  artist  to  work  awhile  upon  a  design  and 
leave  it  to  another,  and  he  to  a  third  ;  then  why  leave  a 
work  of  so  much  greater  importance  to  be  done  in  the  same 
way  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  greater  permanence  could  be 
secured  it  would  be  better  for  our  schools. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

Frank  B.  Coult, 
Superintending  School  Committee. 

Auburn,  March  1,  1878. 
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.STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


No.  of  District. 


No.  of  weeks  of  school.. . 

No.  of  scholars 

Average  attendance 

Perfect  in  attendance . . . 
Not  absent  one  half  day. 

Not  tardy 

Not  dismissed 

No.  of  days  absence 

No.  of  times  tardy 

No.  of  dismissals 


No.  between  5  and  15  not  attending 
school 


No.  who  have  attended  to  reading  . . . 

"  "  spelling  . . . 

"  "  "  writing 

"           "  "  arithmetic 

"           "  "  geography 

"           "  "  grammar.. 

"           "  "  singing.... 

"  "         "  history 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  includ- 
ing board 

No.  of  visits  by  citizens 
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